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Sandfire MATSA launches the Observatory “Promoting Huelva” to 
impulse the dialogue on the province’s present and future 

• The project is born with a scientific vocation and is conceived as an open space 
for the province’s social, economic, and academic network 

 

Almonaster la Real, April 28, 2026.- 

Sandfire MATSA has presented its Provincial Observatory “Promoting Huelva,” a new initiative aimed 
at fostering dialogue, analysis, and collaboration around the socio-economic development of the 
province. 

The project is designed as an open and permanent space, meeting every four months, to encourage 
representatives from public administrations, the local sphere, the business sector, academia, and 
community to participate. Its goal is to identify opportunities, share perspectives, and move toward 
solutions that contribute to the progress of the territory. 

A space for active listening and collaboration 

The Observatory is created with the aim of addressing key issues for the present and future of the 
province: employment, social development, sustainability, local economy, innovation, youth, and 
equality. During the presentation event, Sandfire MATSA’s Finance Director and event host, Paz Curto, 
highlighted that this space “encourages active listening and collaboration, with the aim of generating 
shared knowledge and contributing to the development of the territory from an open and inclusive 
perspective”. 

The event was attended by the Territorial Delegate for Industry, Energy, and Mines of the Regional 
Government of Andalusia in Huelva, Lucía Núñez, who emphasized “talking about mining in Huelva is 
talking about our very essence, about its commitment to our land, as it is part of our identity and of our 
present and future. We are also talking about people, families, and entire towns that depend on mining 
for their livelihoods. Mining becomes a force for progress when it generates quality jobs and operates 
safely. Understanding mining is the foundation for improvement, and this Observatory was established 
with a commitment to listening and shaping the province’s future from a broad perspective, creating 
new opportunities and strengthening the bond between mining and our people, while highlighting that 
quiet pride passed down from generation to generation that ties us to this land. Because the future of 
our mining industry is only possible if we build it together, based on responsibility and transparency.”   

Roundtable: modern mining and sustainable development 

The event included a roundtable titled “Modern mining and sustainable development in the province of 
Huelva,” featuring Tamara Romero, Deputy Mayor of Almonaster la Real; Mar Martín, Mayor of 
Cortegana; Manuel Cayuela, Vice President and Provincial Deputy for Infrastructure, Architecture, 
Roads, and Highways of the Provincial Council of Huelva; Estefanía Delgado, Executive Manager of 
Aminer; and Juan Ignacio López-Escobar, President of the Southern College of Mining Engineers. The 
discussion addressedthe province’s main challenges and opportunities: from employment and 
territorial cohesion to innovation, social perception of economic activities, and talent development. 

First Study on Sandfire MATSA’s socio-economic impact 

Within the framework of the event, the first Socio-Economic Impact Study at Sandfire MATSA, 
corresponding to the 2023–2024 financial year, was also presented. The report analyzes the 
company’s contribution to employment, the business ecosystem, and the socio-economic environment 
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within the province. It is intended as an ongoing initiative, with a future update to be released in relation 
to the  2025-2026 financial year, serving as a rigorous tool for measuring the territorial impact of 
Sandfire MATSA’s mining operations. 

With this initiative, Sandfire MATSA reinforces its commitment to Huelva and consolidating its role in 
value creation and in promoting the sustainable development of the territory. 

About Sandfire MATSA 

Sandfire MATSA’s activities, located in the province of Huelva, with three underground mines in the 
municipalities of Almonaster la Real and Calañas, consist of the exploration and extraction of minerals 
and their processing in a modern plant that operates 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. As part of the 
international Sandfire Group, Sandfire MATSA conducts its activities responsibly and safely, extracting 
and producing high-quality mineral concentrates, specifically copper, zinc, and lead. 

Copper is a cornerstone of the global economy and a fundamental metal for international economic 
growth, increasingly important due to its contribution to global decarbonization. 

 

 


