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Sandfire MATSA renews its collaboration with local municipalities 
via its Villages Program 

The mining company is reaffirming its commitment to the development of neighbouring 
communities by launching a new call for municipal projects 

Almonaster la Real, 3 November 2025.- Sandfire MATSA is once again renewing its yearly 
collaboration with the municipalities of Almonaster la Real, Calañas, Cortegana, El Cerro de 
Andévalo and La Zarza-Perrunal in a new edition of its consolidated Villages Program, which 
reinforces the company’s commitment to the growth and well-being of neighbouring communities. 

This program, which will be distributing a total of approximately 50,000 euros among municipalities, 
will allow village councils to carry out local improvement and development projects. Local authorities 
will be the ones to present priorities, from the rehabilitation of infrastructure or public spaces to cultural, 
educational or social programs. This agreement allows for the financing of local activities during the 
current fiscal year, 2025-2026, that is to say, 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026. 

In previous years, the Villages Program contributed to implementing social and cultural heritage 
initiatives, such as the improvement of sports facilities, the restoration of cultural spaces, the 
organisation of training activities and the promotion of traditional events in participating 
municipalities. In 2024, thanks to Sandfire MATSA’s Villages Program, Almonaster la Real financed 
several activities that form part of the regular August Festivals program. Calañas renovated the 
bathrooms and kitchen of the Salón Multifuncional community centre, which houses the headquarters 
of the “La Tejita” Women’s Association and the Sotiel Coronada Youth Club. Cortegana renovated the 
roof and exterior cladding of the Salón Social community centre, popularly known as “Cocheras”, in 
the district of Valdelamusa. El Cerro de Andévalo made several infrastructure improvements, such 
as football field and paddle tennis and tennis court repairs at the “Manuel Motero Valle” sports facilities, 
and organised activities such as its traditional Dressage Competition and Gastronomy, Art and Sports 
Festival. Lastly, La Zarza-Perrunal replaced the sewer networks on the Zarzuela and Zarcillo streets. 

The agreement was signed in 2025 at Sandfire MATSA’s facilities in Almonaster la Real, with the 
attendance of municipal representatives and the company’s management team. Representatives of 
Sandfire MATSA at the event included Rob Scargill, President of Mining Operations; Paz Curto, 
CFO; Nuria Fresco, Human Resources Director and Isabel Bermejo, Head of Communications and 
Institutional Relations Coordinator. 

During the event, Rob Scargill noted that “this initiative symbolises the spirit of cooperation and trust 
that characterises Sandfire MATSA’s relationship with surrounding communities. The Villages Program 
allows us to make a tangible contribution to the development of our neighbouring municipalities by 
promoting projects that improve people’s lives and strengthen the identity of nearby villages.” 

The municipal representatives at the event included Jacinto Vázquez, Mayor of Almonaster la Real; 
Diego Carrasco, Mayor of Calañas; José Domínguez Páez, Delegated Councillor for Sports, 
Municipal Services, Citizen Safety and Citizen Services of the Cortegana Municipality; María Ángeles 
Moreno, Mayor of El Cerro de Andévalo; and Alejandro Ruiz, Mayor of La Zarza-Perrunal. After the 
signing of the agreement, village councils can submit their project proposals for the new year, which 
will be assessed for their social and cultural impact as well as their contribution to sustainability in each 
municipality. 

 

About Sandfire MATSA 

Sandfire MATSA operates in the province of Huelva at three underground mines located in the 
municipalities of Almonaster la Real and Calañas. Its activities involve exploration and the extraction 
of minerals and their processing at a world-class processing plant, which operates 24 hours a day, 365 
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days a year. As a member of Sandfire International Group, Sandfire MATSA safely and responsibly 
extracts and produces quality mineral concentrates, namely copper, zinc and lead. 

Copper, a cornerstone of the global economy and en essential metal for international economic growth, 
is increasingly important due to its role in global decarbonisation.  
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