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Sandfire MATSA is preparing to build a key facility to extend
the lifespan of its operations

e This new facility, which is needed to ensure the continuity of Sandfire MATSA’s mining
activities in the province of Huelva, will have the capacity to store tailings beyond 2040 at
the current production rate

¢ Its implementation will allow Sandfire MATSA to continue driving socio-economic
development and high-quality, stable employment in the region

¢ Sandfire MATSA will reforest 175 hectares of stone pine on public land and create a
vegetation screen as a landscape integration measure

Almonaster la Real, 1 October 2025

Sandfire MATSA, which runs three underground mining operations and a modern processing plant in the
province of Huelva, is preparing to launch the first construction phase of its new tailings management facility
once the required administrative procedures have been completed. This facility is key to the continuity of
Sandfire MATSA’s mining operations and will allow the company to continue driving socio-economic
development and high-quality, stable employment in the region.

The new facility will have a lifespan of at least 15 years at the current production rate, opening up new
horizons for the province of Huelva.

Meanwhile, Sandfire MATSA is working to optimise and increase the value of its mining operations. Thanks
to the new mining permits granted and ongoing exploration and research, Sandfire has increased its
investment in the region with a view to the future, focusing on developing both the mines and their
surroundings. The Iberian Pyrite Belt is a high-value area for its mining potential and geological
characteristics, offering the possibility of new discoveries that could expand the company’s mining activities.

Considered a “Best Available Technique” by the European Commission

Every responsible mining operation requires a safe system for storing tailings generated from the mineral
extraction and treatment process. The current Sandfire MATSA facility, in operation since 2007, has
functioned smoothly for 18 years and will reach its maximum capacity in 2026. A new facility is therefore not
only an operational necessity, but an essential condition for the continuity of mining activities in the area.

It is therefore key to the company’s operations and has been in preparation since 2012, with the
collaboration of experts in engineering, environmental management and water quality control. The facility
has been designed in accordance with the most stringent management standards for these types of
materials and has undergone a rigorous environmental assessment and public awareness process, which
has included the participation of local communities as per legal requirements.

The new facility will have the same capacity as the current Sandfire MATSA storage facility: approximately
15 million cubic meters. This figure is much lower than that of similar facilities in the region, given that 50%
of the waste generated in the mineral treatment process at Sandfire MATSA is reused as paste backfill for
its underground drifts and chambers, thus reducing the need for surface storage. As in the current facility,
the tailings stored in the future facility will be thickened to 60-70% solids. This process is considered by the
European Commission as one of the Best Available Techniques for tailings storage.

Launching of facility construction works

The company has designed solid and responsible infrastructure for this project. It is based on the principles
of safety, environmental protection and respect for the inhabitants of the surrounding area. With facility
launch scheduled for 2026 and an investment of over 60 million euros, the company expects to create
approximately 50 jobs during the construction phase, in addition to maintaining the nearly 4,000 direct,
indirect, and induced jobs currently generated by its mining operations.
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Furthermore, the design incorporates advanced waterproofing systems, internal drainage, continuous
structural monitoring, and geotechnical surveillance. The closure of the current facility has also been
rigorously planned: it includes complete sealing, ecological restoration involving native species, and an
environmental monitoring and maintenance plan for a period of up to 30 years after closure, including water
and vegetation controls as well as structural integrity monitoring.

Environmental measures in the surrounding area

To reduce the impact of the facility on the environment, and in line with the company’s commitment and
respect for the natural environment, Sandfire MATSA will implement measures such as the reforestation of
175 hectares of stone pine on public land, and any other measures deemed appropriate as recommended
by the Administration. The company has also planned the creation of a vegetation screen as a landscape
integration measure.

Facility development also stipulates the repurposing of an inner road for agricultural use so that it maintains
its original function of connecting farms while allowing for recreational use and the observation of local flora
and fauna.

About Sandfire MATSA

Sandfire MATSA operates in the province of Huelva at three underground mines located in the municipalities
of Aimonaster la Real and Calaias. Its activities involve exploration and the extraction of minerals and their
processing at a world-class processing plant, which operates 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. As a member
of Sandfire International Group, Sandfire MATSA safely and responsibly extracts and produces quality
mineral concentrates, namely copper, zinc and lead.

Copper, a cornerstone of the global economy and en essential metal for international economic growth, is
increasingly important due to its role in global decarbonisation.
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