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Sandfire MATSA celebrates its first production blast at La Calañesa, 

a new mineral deposit in Aguas Teñidas 

● This first blast follows almost two decades of research, work and investment, and consolidates 
La Calañesa as one of the essential pillars of the Aguas Teñidas mine production system 

Almonaster la Real, 24 September 2025 

Sandfire MATSA has reached a new milestone in its mining activities: the launch of mining operations 
on the mineral deposit at La Calañesa, located in the Aguas Teñidas mine project. The first production 
blast is a definitive step towards the full production phase and consolidates this deposit as one of the 
essential pillars of the Aguas Teñidas mine production system, one of the three mining operations 
conducted by Sandfire MATSA in the province of Huelva along with Magdalena and Sotiel. 

The history of the La Calañesa deposit dates back to the 1990s, when the first exploration works carried 
out in the area demonstrated its high potential. Drilling work on the deposit resumed in 2007 with the 
AM-8 drill hole as part of MATSA’s mining operations, marking the beginning of a new stage of intensive 
exploration. 

Upon the arrival of the Sandfire Group in 2022, the project was revived with the construction of an 
access ramp and an ambitious underground development. Almost 6,000 metres of drifts have been 
constructed to date. One of the most significant infrastructure developments associated with the project 
is the construction of the main ventilation shaft, VR9, which began in October 2023 and was completed 
in May 2025. 

The mineral deposit at La Calañesa creates new opportunities to expand Sandfire MATSA’s mining 
operations, playing an important role in achieving one of Sandfire Group’s strategic pillars: increasing 
resources and reserves to ensure its future continuity. 

“This step marks a key moment in the growth of our mining operations. La Calañesa not only 
strengthens our production capacity, but also reflects our commitment to safe, sustainable and modern 
mining operations that generate employment and value in the region,” said Rob Scargill, President of 
Mining Operations at Sandfire MATSA.  

Mineral production at MATSA dates back to the first decade of this century. Since the company’s 
inception, its owners have invested over 2 billion euros in the region, demonstrating their commitment 
to creating a positive impact in the province of Huelva. Current annual investment ranges between 100 
and 110 million euros, mainly in mine development and infrastructure improvements. 

 
About Sandfire MATSA 

Sandfire MATSA operates in the province of Huelva at three underground mines located in the 
municipalities of Almonaster la Real and Calañas. Its activities involve exploration and the extraction 
of minerals and their processing at a world-class processing plant, which operates 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year. As a member of Sandfire International Group, Sandfire MATSA safely and responsibly 
extracts and produces quality mineral concentrates, namely copper, zinc and lead. 

Copper, a cornerstone of the global economy and en essential metal for international economic growth, 
is increasingly important due to its role in global decarbonisation.  
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